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Rainger, Angela

From: Historic Environment <historic.environment@hants.gov.uk>
Sent: 30 October 2018 15:10
To: Grandfield, Andy
Subject: O/18/84191: GE Aviation, Kings Avenue, Hamble-Le-Rice

Dear Mr Grandfield, 
 
O/18/84191: GE Aviation, Kings Avenue, Hamble-Le-Rice: Outline consent, with all matters reserved 
except means of access, for the relocation of cricket pitch off-site and improvements to existing bowls 
and football facilities on site to enable the erection of up to 148 residential dwellings (Use Class C3) with 
new vehicular access, car parking, work to highways, landscaping, and other associated works. The 
application also seeks the demolition of non-original extensions to Sydney Lodge and redundant factory 
buildings 
 
Thank you for your consultation. I would draw your attention to the file entitled Archaeological Report 
that is included among the documentation attached to the above application on your website. This is a 
Desk-Based Assessment (DBA) that concludes, among other things that: 
 
‘6.3 Despite the presence nearby of two Roman coin hoards, there is no evidence to suggest Roman 
settlement in the area that might be associated with the hoards. 
6.4 Accordingly, in the absence of any harm to designated or non-designated assets, there is no 
archaeological constraint to the granting of planning permission. 
6.5 However, the archaeological advisor to the local planning authority may take a precautionary approach 
and request further archaeological investigation on the site where limited prior development has occurred 
to confirm the presence or absence of archaeological remains. 
6.6 Due to the low potential for the presence of previously unknown archaeological assets on the study site 
and the fact that if present they are likely to be of local intrinsic value only it is considered that further 
archaeological investigation on the site was required this requirement could be secured with an 
appropriately worded planning condition attached to planning consent (if granted). 
6.7 If further archaeological investigation is required, due to the sites previous development as a sports 
field with associated makeup and drainage infrastructure, geophysical survey is not recommended.’ 
 
I feel that the DBA has somewhat underplayed the archaeological potential of the area. The site is located 
on high ground above the River Hamble and Southampton Water, an area that has already produced 
evidence of extensive later prehistoric and Roman activity, potential that when considered alongside the 
presence of coin hoards, suggests that there is a good chance of archaeological features dating from the 
Roman period existing within the site. So rather than simply taking a precautionary response, I would see 
further investigative works as a wise approach prior to any development that will severely impact upon 
any surviving archaeology. Therefore, while there is no indication that archaeology presents an overriding 
concern I would advise that the assessment, recording and reporting of any archaeological deposits 
affected by construction be secured through the attachment of suitable conditions to any planning 
consent that might be granted. For instance: 
 
1)That no development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a 
programme of archaeological assessment in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) that 
has been submitted to and approved by the Planning Authority, in order to recognise, characterise and 
record any archaeological features and deposits that may exist here. The assessment should take the form 
of trial trenches excavated within the area of proposed housing and access roads.  
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Reason: To assess the extent, nature and date of any archaeological deposits that might be present and 
the impact of the development upon these heritage assets. 
 
2) That no development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a 
programme of archaeological mitigation of impact, based on the results of the trial trenching, in 
accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation that has been submitted to and approved by the 
Planning Authority. 
Reason: To mitigate the effect of the works associated with the development upon any heritage assets and 
to ensure that information regarding these heritage assets is preserved by record for future generations. 
 
3) Following completion of archaeological fieldwork a report will be produced in accordance with an 
approved programme submitted by the developer and approved in writing by the local planning authority 
setting out and securing appropriate post-excavation assessment, specialist analysis and reports, 
publication and public engagement. 
Reason: To contribute to our knowledge and understanding of our past by ensuring that opportunities are 
taken to capture evidence from the historic environment and to make this publicly available. 
 
If you have any further queries regarding this application, then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Neil J. Adam BA ACIfA 
Senior Archaeologist 
 
Telephone number: 01962 832337 
email Neil.Adam@hants.gov.uk 
 
Hampshire County Council 
Specialist Environmental Services 
Economy, Transport and Environment Department  
Elizabeth II Court West,  
The Castle  
Winchester  
SO23 8UD  
 

Visit the Historic Environment Team Facebook page! 
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