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Introduction 

1. I have been a Borough Councillor for the Hamble-Le-Rice and Netley ward of 

Eastleigh Borough Council since first being elected in May 2018. I have also been 

a Parish Councillor for Hound Parish Council since early 2018.  I have lived in Netley 

village for most of my life and went to Hamble Comprehensive School (as it was 

called then) on Hamble Lane in Hamble-Le-Rice between 1982 and 1987. I am a 

Solicitor by profession.  

 

2. My belief is that the Appellant’s appeal against the Council’s refusal of the 

application for planning permission must not be allowed. 

Summary 

3. The Council’s Statement of Case sets out the basis for the refusal of planning 

permission.  I wish to add further remarks to the points raised therein. 

 

4. If the Appellant is granted planning permission for this development, the amount 

of traffic using Hamble Lane will increase considerably.  For far too long, the 

regularly congested traffic on Hamble Lane has been a serious cause for concern 

amongst people living and working in the area and particularly in Hamble-Le-Rice.  

In addition to traffic congestion, there is the directly related issue of atmospheric 

pollution caused by the increased number of motor vehicles that will occur if the 

Appellant’s appeal is allowed.  

 

5. I am familiar with this problem as I regularly have to travel along Hamble Lane to 

access the M27 motorway at Junction 8 via the Windhover Roundabout, or journey 

in the other direction when coming home, when driving to and from my office or 

to and from the Council’s offices in Eastleigh. 

 

6. The Appellant’s proposals entail the reduction of facilities for sports in Hamble-Le-

Rice.  Whilst the proposals include new facilities to compensate, part of this is 

outside the area of Hamble parish, which is not acceptable. I understand that the 
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Council is seeking to resolve this issue with the Appellant in advance of the Inquiry, 

and I hope that an acceptable solution can be found.   

 

7. If the development proposed is built, families will move in and the local schools 

need to be considered.  Hamble Primary School is currently full, and The Hamble 

School has over a thousand pupils. A further influx of pupils will only put local 

school provision under more strain, to the detriment of the pupils.   This point is a 

reminder of how seriously the development would stretch the parish’s available 

infrastructure, including the provisions of GPs, the police and emergency services. 

 

8. Finally, the peninsula on which Hamble-Le-Rice is situated is already crowded with 

dense housing and this development, if it proceeds, will only make the crowding 

worse. 

Traffic 

9. The horrendous problem of congested traffic on Hamble Lane has long been well 

known and has been the subject of studies in the past. We live in a time when it 

seems almost every adult feels the need to own a car and so an additional 148 

dwellings in the site in question will add a large number of vehicles that will 

regularly be driven up and down Hamble Lane.  

 

10. Hamble Lane is the principal road over which traffic to and from the peninsula 

must have access.  It is therefore of the greatest importance to residents and 

businesses in Hamble-le-Rice. Further, it is a main access road to the M27 

motorway and so is used by people living and working in the surrounding villages 

of Bursledon and Netley or further afield. 

 

11. I know from my own personal experience how dreadfully congested traffic can be 

from the Windhover Roundabout and onto and along Hamble Lane from regular 

use, especially in rush hour.  The slip road is choked and once you eventually get 

onto Hamble Lane proper, the traffic crawls at a snail’s pace.  It is frustrating to 
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face this so regularly.  The Appellant’s proposed development will only make the 

problem worse.  We are lucky to live in such a beautiful area but the traffic on 

Hamble Lane adds a great deal of misery to daily living.  As a Councillor, I am well 

aware of how strongly so many people who live in our area feel about this issue 

and the acute anger it arouses. 

 

12. It is surprising then that Hampshire County Council, the applicable highway 

authority, seems content with the proposed development and the increased 

traffic that will arise.  It is always frustrating that our highway authority seems, 

with dismay, entirely uninterested in what to many people is a key issue in their 

day to day living; the ever-increasing amount of traffic on our roads.  

 

13. Hampshire County Council have recently recognised in a policy that development 

which increases the traffic on Hamble Lane, like the proposal concerning the site 

in this application, must not take place.  In the policy, the County Council note the 

high levels of traffic on Hamble Lane and that additional development will make 

the problem worse.  This will apply to the Appellant’s proposed development at 

the GE Aviation site. 

 

14. The increased traffic will add to what is already a serious problem of air pollution 

in the area.  The Hamble Lane area has been designated as an Air Quality 

Management Area in previous years when levels of pollutants were found to 

exceed government-set levels. It continues to be studied by the Council for this 

reason as there are such serious concerns about it.  During 2019, Eastleigh 

Borough Council declared a Climate Change and Environmental Emergency as a 

result of increased concerns over environmental issues.  I do not believe that 

increased pollution from vehicle exhaust fumes if this development proceeds 

complies with either the spirit or the letter of the emergency motion that was 

declared last year. 

 

15. The additional traffic will increase the risk of accidents on the roads in Hamble-Le-

Rice and the local news is, with sadness, replete with accidents along Hamble Lane.  
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16. Increased traffic by car only hinders other, more sustainable, modes of transport 

such as cycling and the use of buses.  The Appellant’s proposals do not do enough 

to support alternative transport.   

 

17. The Appellant’s proposed development breaches paragraph 109 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework as it would lead to an unacceptable impact on highway 

safety. Further, there will in my view be a severe residual and cumulative impact 

on the road network if the development goes ahead. 

 

18. Further, I do not believe that the proposed development accords with the 

guidance set out in saved policy number 100.T of the adopted local plan as it does 

not include measures that minimize its impact on the existing transport network, 

nor is it located to minimize travel demand or provide a choice of transport mode.  

I also take the view that the proposal does not accord with the principles set out 

in saved policy 102.T of the adopted local plan as the proposal, if implemented, 

will interfere with the safety, function and standard of service of the road network 

and it will have adverse environmental implications. 

 

19. These points are so serious that the Appellant’s appeal against the refusal of 

planning permission must in my view be denied. 

Sports Facilities 

20. The provision of sports facilities is an increasingly important issue in our society as 

we face a growing problem of obesity and inactivity.  Sport also has an important 

social aspect in bringing together a community and it is without doubt the 

predominant cultural force in our society. This aspect of the proposal is therefore 

a matter which must be given due consideration. 

 

21. The Appellant’s proposal includes the enhancement of some of the sporting 

facilities in Hamble-Le-Rice and these are to be welcomed. 
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22. Nevertheless, important aspects of the arrangements concerning other facilities 

have not been satisfactorily finalised, which is a matter of regret. 

 

23. The plans envisage two football pitches which are used by two teams, including 

Folland Sports F.C., being lost and the teams using them having to be relocated, 

possibly to the VT Sports Ground in Sholing, Southampton. This breaches the 

requirement for the replacement facilities to be in a suitable location.  

 

24. There is a need to make villages such as Hamble-Le-Rice, Netley and Bursledon 

more self-sufficient so that people have less need to travel for long distances if our 

communities are going to have any chance of becoming sustainable.  Transport is 

an important factor in mitigating climate change and development needs to take 

steps to lessen the distance travelled as a result.  This is why the replacement of 

sport facilities must be in a “suitable location” and in this respect, the Appellant’s 

proposal fails to ensure this.  

 

25. Accordingly, the proposal disappointingly fails to make proper provision in this 

regard and as things stand the appeal should be refused as a result. As noted 

above, I understand that the Council is seeking to resolve this issue with the 

Appellant in advance of the Inquiry, and I hope that an acceptable solution can be 

found. 

Hamble-Le-Rice 

26. Hamble-Le-Rice is a historic village of great beauty. 

 

27. An overview of the peninsula on which the village is situated reveals how much of 

it is already crowded with housing.  The development at hand will only increase 

the density of housing. 
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28. A substantial proportion of the site in question is outside the urban edge and 

therefore in this context needs to be considered as countryside.  Planning 

permission cannot be granted for development in the countryside outside the 

urban edge according to saved policy 1.CO of the adopted local plan.  The 

exceptions to this principle are not applicable to this proposal.  As this represents 

a substantial fraction of the development, planning permission for the whole 

proposal must in my view be refused and the Appellant’s appeal must not be 

allowed. 

 

29. Eastleigh Borough Council is fortunate in having a more than sufficient supply of 

land on which to build new housing.  The development of the land forming the site 

is superfluous to any need for land for housing. Given the failure of the proposed 

development to meet with other policies, this additional point makes it clear that 

permission to develop must not be granted. 

 

30. The general policy concerning Hamble-Le-Rice (or Hamble as if is often called) that 

has been put forward is for there to be no new major development within the 

parish, and that point has already been reached. Hamble is full. 

 

31. For these reasons, I consider that the Appellant’s appeal must be refused. 


